
Otterburn Parish Council
Wednesday, 4 April, 2007

Between 7pm and 8.40pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present Apologies
Mr. John Hartshorne Chairman Mr. Harry Scott
Mrs. Val Corbett Vice-Chairman
Mr. Ron Holden
Mr. Archie Anderson Absent

Mr. Clive Emerson

In attendance Copy to
Miss Emma Anderson Parish Clerk Brian Corbett
Mrs. Sarah Robson John Riddle
Lt. Col. Niall McGregor Smith Commanding Officer, Otterburn Training Area
Chris Livsey Estate Surveyor, Otterburn Training Area

Presentation

The Chairman welcomed Lt. Col. Niall McGregor Smith and Mr. Chris Livsey to the meeting.  The 
Colonel had been appointed as Commanding Officer of the Otterburn Training Area two months 
earlier.  Part of his role was to interact with the local community and he welcomed the opportunity to 
make himself known to the Parish Council. His military service began in 1970 and he had risen to 
become commanding officer of the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders.  He had served in a number of 
locations around the world.  During the last two and a half years he had served in Edinburgh and 
Catterick.  He was now approaching retirement and had been appointed Commanding Officer of the 
Otterburn Training Area for the coming five years in a reservist role.  He expected to settle in the area 
for the term of his appointment.

Colonel McGregor Smith told members that thirty thousand troops had been trained at Otterburn in 
the previous twelve months.  He believed that many of these troops contributed significantly to the 
local economy during their stay.  He was aware of the history of public enquires regarding the use of 
the firing ranges.  He expected test firing for the AS90 gun to begin in July, 2007.  Test firing of the 
MRLS rocket system would continue but not with full charges.   No building work was being 
undertaken at the Training Area other than mock training villages.

The Colonel fully supported the recent location of the Great North Air Ambulance at the Training 
Area.  He believed this was a real bonus for the local community who already did so much to support 
its work.  The operators were being charge a pepper-corn rent.

Chris Livsey added that visitor interpretation boards were to be erected and three new access leaflets 
were in preparation.  Information would be available at the Border Reiver and Otterburn Mill.

The Chairman thanked Colonel McGregor Smith and Mr. Livsey for their contributions.

2. Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

3. Matters arising

a) Angel Group:  The Chairman reported that a response had been received from the Angel Group 
following his letter to them detailing the concerns of local residents.  The response suggested that 
nothing untoward was taking place at Otterburn Hall, that ongoing work involved the 
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refurbishment of the Hall and that access to the grounds had been restricted and CCTV installed 
solely for reasons of security, adding that the Hall and its surrounding grounds were private 
property.  A representative of the Group was prepared to attend a future meeting of the Parish 
Council to discuss the concerns of local residents further but no firm date could be offered at 
present.

A number of local residents had recently been turned away from the grounds of the Hall, not 
always politely.  Northumberland County Council had checked the definitive maps: there were no 
rights of way in the grounds but it was hoped that some could be established on the basis of 
common usage of paths in recent years.  There was a widespread feeling of outrage in the local 
community that access to the grounds had been stopped.

b) Bus Shelter Lighting:  The Chairman reported that he had written to NPower.  They had reminded 
him that they were within their rights to charge a fee over and above the cost of the energy 
supplied. The matter had been referred on to OfGem.

4. Finance

a) A salary payment of £460.70 to Mrs. Sybil Donnelly was agreed.
b)   It was noted that VAT for the previous two or three years amounting to £315.92 had been 

reclaimed.
c)  It was agreed to reimburse the Chairman for gift vouchers and flowers purchased for Mrs. 

Donnelly on her retirement.
d) A quotation had been received from Mr. Keith Robson for installing a commemorative seat.  The 

quotation was agreed and the Clerk was instructed to agree a timetable for the work with Mr. 
Robson.

e) A renewal notice for Public Liability insurance and other risks had been received at a premium of 
£401.24.  Payment was agreed.

5. Planning

a) Plans to install a new footbridge over the river Rede near to Otterburn First School were agreed.
b) It was noted that an earlier planning application for an extension to Bell’s Cottage, Otterburn Hall, 

had been withdrawn and new plans had been submitted.
c) Members discussed a planning application for the construction of two detached houses at plot 91, 

Willow Green. Members expressed concern with regard to (1) vehicular access to and egress from 
the proposed properties and (2) the lack of pavements.  The plans were referred to local residents 
for consideration and they were encouraged to make their views known directly to Tynedale 
Council.  The Parish Council opposed the application.

6.  New business

a) Parish Council Elections: Mr. Archie Anderson told the meeting he did not intend to seek re-election. 
Mrs. Sarah Robson had been nominated.  Mr. Hartshorne, Mrs. Corbett, Mr. Holden and Mr. 
Scott intended to seek re-election. The Chairman reminded members that they had powers to co-
opt if six members were not elected.

b) National Park Authority: A letter had been received from DEFRA wishing to appoint Parish 
Councillors to the National Park Authority.  It was agreed that the Chairman would further this.

c) Training: The Clerk had been given information about future training events.
d) Tynedale Area Committee: 

i) News and information had been received from Tynedale District Council.
ii)  A letter had been received stating that no funds were available for the proposed road-side 

footpath to Otterburn Mill from the T-junction at Carter Cottages.  This had been ongoing for 
four years.  It was agreed that the Chairman would write to seek clarification.

e) Auditor’s Confirmation: Mrs. Donnelly was attending to the audit of the Parish Accounts
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7. Any other business

a) Unitary Council: A letter had been received detailing two proposed models namely (1) two districts, 
one urban covering the existing Blyth Valley and Wansbeck districts and the other rural, covering 
the rest of Northumberland and (2) one council covering the whole county.  The Secretary if state 
sees merit in both models but option (1) seems the most popular with the public.

b) Bridleway diversion: A proposed diversion of the bridleway, taking it around rather than through 
Hopefoot Farm was agreed.

c) Millennium Green: Mr. Hartshorne had attended a meeting of the Trustees in Otterburn Memorial 
Hall on 28 March.  It was considered appropriate that the Green should be taken into the 
Trusteeship of the Parish Council.

d) Resident query: A Brierley Gardens resident had asked the Parish Council to investigate why 
Milecastle Housing was charging residents £25 per year for grass cutting when the grass was not 
being cut.  

e) Plantation Management: A map detailing the management of plantations on the Otterburn Training 
Area over the coming twenty years was discussed.  It was agreed that the map be kept with other 
definitive maps for the Parish.

8. Date, time and place of next meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7pm on Wednesday, 2 May, 2007 at Otterburn 
Memorial Hall.
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